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The Importance of Communication 
 

Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for the 

building up of the one in need, that it may give grace to those who hear... (Ephesians 4:29) 

 

Summer is a busy time for all of us, isn’t it? But an exciting time too! For many of you, this is 

a time to unwind, to travel, to vacation, to see family and old friends again and perhaps even 

make some new ones. (Friends, that is…although if you want to make new members of the 

family, that’s your business!) 

 

Well, during this summertime of recreation and “busy-ness”, take this little verse along with 

you and memorize it. Communication remains so important no matter where we might be or 

who we might come in contact with. 

 

Do your best to be courteous and the bearer of Christ with whomever you come in contact 

with, during your “travails”. 

 

And please continue to keep your friends at Concordia informed. If you have a need or if 

something’s wrong, please let us know: 305-235-6123. 

 

And don’t forget about our prayer chain: lrpsk@bellsouth.net. (Just a little plug there, Leslie, 

thanks!) 

 

Oh, yeah, and let’s not forget about Pastor! If you want to send me a text or a picture or even 

if you just want to chat, feel free: 786-999-2282. (I don’t do the Facebook or tweeting thing 

yet, sorry!) This is also the church’s emergency #. Please don’t hesitate to call me! 

 

Wherever you go, whatever you might do, stay safe. The Lord be with you! 

 

In Christ’s service, 

Pastor 
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 May 2010 Fiscal Year-to-Date 

 Budget Actual Budget Actual 

Offerings 
School/Rental/Misc. 

$17,025 
$  9,467 

$17,129 
$18,134 

$204,300 
$113,200 

$215,064 
$123,606 

Total Income $26,492 $35,263 $313,100 $338,670 
Expenses $25,716 $23,360 $308,600 $304,374 

Income less Expenses  $11,903  $34,296 

 

 
 
May 31 was the end of Concordia’s 2009/2010 fiscal (accounting) year.  As per the above table, we 
completed the year operating “in the black” ($34,296 more income than expenses).  This demonstrates our 
congregation’s commitment to meeting the financial obligations of Concordia … but it also indicated that 
there were some repairs of the church campus that were not paid for during this fiscal year.  It shows, 
however, that we’re currently in excellent financial health.  Much of the “nest egg” that we’ve accrued this 
year will be required to pay for numerous repairs and improvements that are planned for our church facilities 
in 2010/2011.   
 
On June 13, the Congregation approved a new 2010/2011 Operating Budget that includes $320,300 of 
expenditures and $327,200 of income.  Anyone who has not received a copy of this Operating Budget but 
would like to receive one, should contact Michelle in the Church Office or me. 
 
Meeting our 2010/2011 financial obligations will bring challenges.  But I’m confident that Concordia’s 
members will again provide their stewardship for the Lord’s Work at Concordia Lutheran Church.   
 
Summer is the time of vacation and travel away from your church-home.  But Concordia’s everyday business 
and expenses continue throughout these months.  If you have been putting off enrolling in Simply Giving ®, 
the direct-deposit offering program, contact me at 305-513-4636 … and forget about putting weekly offerings 
in the collection plate this summer and forever! 
 
Concordia’s Mortgage: 

 
A question was asked at the Congregational Meeting concerning Concordia’s mortgage on our facilities.  We 
borrowed ~$600,000 to construct various buildings after Hurricane Andrew in 1992 from the Lutheran 
Church Extension Fund, a Lutheran Church Missouri Synod entity that loans money to its congregations.  
The annual interest rate is 5.125%.  As of May 31, the outstanding balance of our mortgage was $241,660.  
Our mortgage payment is $4,129 per month. 
 
Thank you, Concordia Family, for being a financially-responsible congregation that serves to the Glory of 
our Risen Lord! 
  

Keith Malison, Financial Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

News from Church Council 

Submitted by Kris Dittmar, Church Council President 

 

Summary of Congregational Meeting – June 13, 2010 

      Church Council for the next year was elected. Members include:  
Kris Dittmar, President 
Trudy Petkovich, Vice President 
Erika Cortes, Secretary 
Keith Malison, Finance Chair 
David Dittmar, School Board Chair 
Karen Riege, Parish Ministry Chair 
Thane Malison, Parish Education Chair 
Serjio Ruiz, Trustees Chair 

         Robert Avalos and Manny Pendas were ratified as new Elders. 

         Offerings were above budget and expenses below budget last year – ended fiscal year in the 
black 

         Passed budget for next fiscal year – total $320,300 

         Refer to the Congregational Report for specifics on all committee reports 

  

News from Church Council 
Here is a summary of the major items discussed by the Church Council at the June 22nd meeting. 
 
Motions passed include the following: 
 

         Replacement of parsonage windows – cost $2800 plus about $500 for permitting 

         Painting and repairs for parsonage exterior – cost $4550 

         Registration costs for LWML conference – 2 people, total cost $300 

         Benevolent donation for Haiti orphanage support through Leslie McConachie trip 

         Established Church Organ Fund to solicit donations for organ repairs and maintenance – 
need $10,000 minimally, goal is $40,000 for full repairs 

For more information, ask a Church Council member. 

 Submitted by Kris Dittmar, Church Council President 
  

 

“GIVE A BIRTHDAY FOUNDATION”  

 

 

Kris Pendas and Deborah Petkovich held a garage sale and raised $220 
towards the Birthday Foundation for the foster children. 

 

 

 
 



                                        
 
    Summer Small Group Bible Studies 
 

Bring a friend and enjoy these opportunities to study God's Word together: 

  
Men's Small Group will begin a new study on the book of Acts July 17 at 8:00 a.m. The men will meet every other 

week at the Timmons' home. Please call Doug for more information (305 256-1017). 

  

A Couple's Small Group will begin meeting on June 27 at 7:00 p.m. for the Love Dare Bible Study, focusing on placing 

and keeping the Lord at the center of your relationship. This group will meet every other Sunday evening for 8 

meetings. Please call Mary Avalos for more information (305 969-3830). 

  

  

WELCOME TO CONCORDIA LUTHERAN 

 

On Sunday, June 6 we welcomed Jim Roof,  and on Sunday, June 20, 2010 we welcomed  Ryan & Jennifer Landoll into 

the Concordia family. 

 

 

     YOUTH UPDATE  

 

 Ready or Not Here We GO!  July 17th to July 21 Andrea Avalos, Debra Petkovich, and Laura Timmons will represent 

our Youth at the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans.  Please support them with prayers, money for the offering 

from our church as well as words of encouragement as they have this mountain top experience with over 10,000 other 

youth from around the country.  May God richly bless them as they hear Hs word, sing praises to Him and fellowship 

with other Christians. 

     

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL & VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

 

The spring quarter mission donation of $223 was sent to LCMS World Relief & Human Care for Haiti Earthquake 

Relief.  The summer quarter mission donation will be sent after August 29
th
 to LCMS World Mission for Ministry to the 

Armed forces.  Thank you for your generosity! 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

 

Jan Schur was again our VBS director, and she has included an article listing the many people who participated in 

making it another successful event.  Jan also deserves many thanks for the hours of organization required prior to VBS 

week to say nothing of the time and energy required during VBS week itself.  Jan does this so willingly out of her love 

for our Lord.  THANK YOU, JAN. 

From Thane Malison                                                                   

2010 Marlinôs Faith Organization Nights  

 

VS.  

Tickets orders are to be placed at your church  

office or email your request to keith.berman@thrivent.com  

Deadline for ticket orders is July 23. Checks can be made out to Miami-Dade Chapter of Thrivent. Parking 

is $10, enter at Gate 2 and the tailgate party will be located at E-15. 



 

 

 

 

òServe the Lord with gladness.ó Psalm 100:2 

 

Information From and About the  

Lutheran Womenõs Missionary League 

 

LWML Convention in Gainesville, FL. October 1-3, 2010  

Women of Concordia please join us for the 32nd biennial FL-GA District LWML Convention, October 1-3, as 

we "Fix Our Eyes on Jesus". 

So far 5 ladies are going .  We will be carpooling and sharing rooms to keep costs down.  Double beds are 

available.  Registration forms are in the Lutheran Woman's Quarterly.   

 

CRAFTS 

Craft cutters and sewers needed to help complete our current craft.  We will meet July 8, Thursday from 10 

a.m. to 12 noon.   

 

MITES   

The first of each month is Mite Box Sunday.  Please bring in your mite box to drop in box on alter during 

offering or before service.   

Thank you to all who so graciously contributed to the LWML Mites special appeal.  Concordia's final total was 

$407.00 in addition to our usual monthly contribution of $ 85.15 

  

CHRISTMAS STOCKING       

Seven dimes in July, see how your gift is growing. 

 

CHAMPS 

Congregational Healthcare Ministry Program 

Did you sign to be on one of the (Six) Healthcare Teams: 

Meal Team 

 Caregiver Relief Team 

 Transportation Team 

 Keep in Touch Phone Ministry  

 Home Visitation Team 

 Helping Hands Team 

 

If you have not had a call, we havenõt forgotten to call you.  Concordia has been a very healthy congregation.  

If you do need help, in any of the above listings, give the Church office a call or the CHAMP line 305-586-

0540.  We are still short a Team leader for Transportation and Phone Ministry. 

 

Lutheran Services is still in need of furniture and clothing donations. They also have a food pantry. 

 

If you would like to come to a meeting, here at Concordia, let us know. 

 

Yours In Christ, 

Emily Gomez 



 

Haiti Mission Trip 
 

 

Great news! God loves a cheerful giver and Concordia has outdone itself with generosity. You 

have given money, prayers, goods and many kind words of encouragement. You have 

embraced our commitment to bring needed funds to the House of the Lambs of God 

Orphanage in Ouanaminthe, Haiti.  

 

As a team we collected $6079 with $3459 being designated directly to the orphanage. Our 

funds are designated to the water cistern and other construction projects. Concordia has 

collected $1079 to benefit the orphanage. In addition, we will be taking 40 children’s 

blankets, 40 personalized t-shirts and several 50- pound bins of medical and school supplies 

with us.  

 

Our team is busy completing vaccinations, preparations and packing. We depart at 6 am on 

July 12
th

 out of Ft. Lauderdale airport, after staying overnight at the McConachie’s, and we 

return July 19
th
.  

 

Please pray for our safe travel and health and safety in Haiti, as well as the success of our 

VBS drama skits and crafts, and which we will be leading during the week. We have also 

been asked to give testimonials and lead worship music at the weekly church service. We have 

chosen Amazing Grace and Lord I Lift Your Name on High. In the mornings we will be 

helping to build a living room on the orphanage complex. In the afternoons we will assist with 

VBS. Other activities may include working in the garden, kitchen, or wherever we are needed 

and also giving the orphans plenty of love. 

 

We will certainly be thinking about home, family, friends and churches during our travels. We 

are so grateful for the opportunity to travel on your behalf, with your support, and to remind 

those less fortunate that Lutheran Christians from across the ocean love and care for them. I 

look forward to seeing you at the end of July to share pictures and stories of our experiences. 

God bless you. 

 

Leslie McConachie with Noel Johnson, Susan Norris and Ansley Stewart 

 



 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
 
We had a great time watching the children grow in their faith at V.B.S. this year. 
I hope you all know this couldn’t be done by just a few! So, I would like to thank all 
the donors of food and craft items, because this was such a big help in putting on a 
fun program.   
Thank you to: 

CHAMPS 
  Mary Avalos 

Carolyn Fandrei 
Thane Malison 
Judy McManus 

  Leslie McConachie 
Jackie Nelson 
Mary Ann O’Keefe 
Patterson Family 
Karen Riege 
Leo Welch 
Yanski Welch 

   

Finally to the big guy in the black suit, “KUDOS” for the fun bee jokes and the busy 
bee puppet. 
 
In the peace of Christ, 
Jan Schur, Vacation Bible School Director 
 

Vacation Bible School Volunteers 
 

The children had a fun week we would like to thank the following people for 
their help. 
Youth - Helping Feet 
Christopher Pendas 
Seth Ruiz 
Cheryl Leamon 
Jenna Cardona 
Alycia Welsh 
Andrea Avalos 
Julia Audie 
 
Adult - Helping Hands 
Judy Patterson Susan Leamon 
Michele Freeman Mercy Ibanga 
Maryann O’Keefe Mary Pendas 
Anna Brewer Fernanda Sisson 
Erica Glaeser Carol Fandri 
Kristen Glaeser Leslie McConachie 
Judy Welsh  Rachana Bautista 
Judy McManus



Birthday s 

Alena Avalos   July 21  

Mary Avalos   July 11 

Sara Dittmar   July 26 

Nikki Fisher   July 16 

Margaret Fonseca  July 25 

Michele Freeman  July 27 

Elizabeth Gass   July 2 

Charlotte Gibson  July 14 

Martha Glaeser   July 20 

Emily Gomez   July 15 

Jackie Nelson   July 23 

John Nemelc   July 18 

May Nemelc   July 1 

Paula Ruiz   July 12 

Thelma Schafer  July 16 

 

 

 
Mike Schur   July 1 

Deanna Swan   July 12 

Leo Welch   July 19 

Tristan Welch   July 26 

Glenn Ziegenfuss  July 22 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Paul & Nikki Fisher                  July 1, 2006  

Kenneth & Michele Freeman  July 12, 1980  
Keith & Thane Malison            July 17, 1971  

David & Paola Mendez            July 21, 2007  

Richard & Gabriele Meyers     July 13, 1991  
Ed & Susan Pierpoint              July 12, 1986  

Mike & Jennifer Schur            July 3, 1976     
Chuck & Kathy Ward              July 27, 1986  

Glenn & Gerry Ziegenfuss      July 11, 1975   

 

NEWSLETTER   The Concordia Cornerstone is the monthly publication of Concordia Lutheran Church and 

School. We welcome contributions of non-copyrighted material for inclusion in the newsletter. Contributions may be 

edited for publication. Deadline for the July issue is June 20, 2010.  
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Miami, FL 33176 
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Fax: (305) 235-6525 
E-Mail: Concordiakendall@bellsouth.net 
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